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December 18, 2003

Leah &, Palmer

Senior Campaign Finance Analyst
Reports Analysis Divigion

Feceral Election Commission

220 E Street, NW
Waghington, DC 20463

Re: Ervwards for President: FEZ [d. Ko, SO0AR4073 Oetnbher Cluarterly Report

Dear Ms. Palmer,

This ig in regpanse ta your letter requesting additicnal infarmation pedaining to the above-listed report of Edwards
for President (the Committee). The follewing sections ane headed to address the issUes raised in voeur letter.

Contributions:

Yau have requested additional infemmation on the reattribution, redesignation or refund of certain contributions that are

5o marked in wour request. The Commitbes has eviewed the contributions noted by vou and is providing the following inf-
omation. Hacauzs this response must be filed electronically, 4 copy of the Committee = raport and checks will be prowi-
-::Iviad rg{m&_r separate cover, but ask that they not b placed on the puble recend for the contributars privacy and financi-

al protection.

With respect to wenty-nine {(2%) of the contibutions noted, the Commitkes made inadvertert attribution mistakes. [n
adch af these cazes, the Committes recawed 4 contribution from 3 jaint checking account or & joint credit card cantibo-
tian an the [nternet and did not split the contrnbution currectlf%hetween the joint aceount holders or the wrong E:-ortmn
was gttributed. Unforunately, due ta our data entry errors, the contributions appedansd to be excessive when they swers
not. These are the contributions from Balisok, Beard, Bishop, Blitz, Broadus, Caminiti, Covington, Dearie, Driven, Ferr-
er, Feldman, Fitzgemld, Gallina, Gilcrease, kynerd, Lambert, Landskroner, Li?JJaHiE. Maxwell, Murphy, Methedand, Farker,
=Abkalans, Salkman, Sokolove, Tamez, Vandergingt, Vititae, and Wood. Amenaments of previous quarerly reports will be
filed o corregt the public recom petaining ke twen;y-aeven (27 of these contributions.  The remaining reattributions
will b= reflectad on the Year End Report. Copies of the checks will be provided.  In the cases of Joglin, Mance and Sok-
Glove, after the attribution ermor was corrected, there wae also an excessive cantribution. The refunds for thesse threae
tcgrrtritlutcnrﬁ will be reflected onthe Year End Report. Again, copies of the refund checks will b2 provided under sspam-
CoWET,

In ohe caes, the Commission has confused two diferent coentributors with the same nams. The centributions frem Jehn Co-
lling are from two separate individuals, &t tea different addresses, and with two diferent ocoupsations and employers.
e will provide these checks.

You also hoted two different 51,500 contributions from Meredith Bluhm, which, combined, resulted in excezs of the 322,000
maximum permitted. Due bo an inadverent data entry emor, this one cortribution was recomed twice under Meredith Bluhm
& name. Another contributor, Lezlis Bluhm, alsa contributed 51,500, but her name was recorded a= Meradith Bluhm in emoe-
r. The result is ¢ne 51,6500 contribution by Menadith Bluhm, and ane 1, 500 contribution tJE Leslie Bluhm. The arrer has
bean carrected, and we will file an amendment that corrects the recard of the Bluhm contributions.
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Ifith rezpect to the contributionz from Rachelle Goldsmith and Galdsmith Richman & Harz LLP, the Commiszion has taken one
aortribucion inte censideration twice, Thena is one donatien from Rachelle Soldsmith fer 53,000, and one donation from
Soldsmith Richman & Harz LLP for $2.000. Howewer, Rachels Galdamith contibuted an excessive amount through & partners-
hip eheck under the name of Galdemith Richman & Harz LLP; the Committee timely refunded the exvcessive poticn. Thera was
an additional donation from Goldsmith Richman & Harz LLP that the Committee refunded late.

With respect to eight (5 of the cantributions nited, the Committee has tmely refunded the excessive partion of the con-
tributions {i.e. within sixky davs). These are the contributions from Eeustrinﬂ. Carpenter, Solling, Durham, Soldsmith,
Masry, Renelow, and Woorhiee., These seven refunds will be reflected on the Year End report and these checks will be pro-
vided under sepambz cover.

Elevan 113 of the contributione noted by you were refunded late. These are Bernard, Broschay, Collier, Galdsmith Rich- i
man & Harz LLF, Gresne, Joslin, MocDaniel, Mance, Quinn, Schwartz, and Sokolove. These eleven refunds will be reflected |
on the Year End report and the checks will be provided under separate cover.

As for the contributions feund gxeessive past the sidy days, wae have reviewed the Coemmittee s precess for tfracking and
processing excessive contibutions, and we hawe instituted strict pracedures b ensure that all cantrbutions are handled

i a manner in full compliancse with this and all ather applicable provdsions. The Commites hae akays intendad to fully
gomply with the reattribution, redesignation, and refund provisions set forth by the Commission. We acknowledge that the
COMMmISgion views excessive cantributions &g 3 =sencus issue, and we have taken steps to deal with them accordingly.

Best Effens

Additionally, the Commission has equested the Committee to demonstrate that best efforls  hawe been used to obkain re-
quired information for thoga individuals who contribute in excess of 2200 in an election cycle. The Committes has made a
aongentrated effen to not only meet the requirements, but far surpass the regulations by actually disclosing all petin-
ent information. Al paper 2alistations include 8 card that, in accordance with the regulatin:ln_s, requests all pertinent
infommation. As part of the procees of contributing via the Inbemet, our website includee a display of the regulationzs
and requires the cortribubor b2 enter the information as a stE|:| in contributing. The Committee sends a wiitten communic-
ation to the contributor requesting any migsing information. [n addition, the Committee has been taking the extra =tap
of telephoning and emailing, when possible, [T shouldd e noted that we have reviesed our records and of the 262 contrib-
utors missing infarmation [or 4.5% of all ikemized donors) on the first q:|;r arer filing, S5 have slready been updsted on
the euccessive amendment. After amending the first quarter report, 87.6% of itemized donaore are listed with both occupa-
tion and employer.  In our ffort ko amend the second guarter report to reflect updated occupation emplover information,
due to an inadvertent =oftware errar, aur u:u_rigiin:al Schedule A was reinserted into the file and thus did not reflect the
updated infarmation. <encurrently with this letber, the Committes is submitting an amendment to the second quarter repo-
it with the updated Schedule &, The Committee is alsa concumrently submitting an amendment b our third guarter report
updating occupation and employear infarmation far that perad. The Committee believes ite effortz and diligence are evid-
Ztncedd irl:lﬂtheae gmendments and we will cortinus to meet not only the regulations, but will also skive to meet a higher
andard.

Cepository

Finally, yau hawe requested further information regarding offssts from the Commitbee s designated depository.  The Comm-
ittee designated Wachovia Bank on its Statement of Organization (Famm 13 filed January 2, 2003, but some of the offsete
listed on the report are from First Union bank  This discrepancy is a result of a Wachovia and First Lnion merger, where
all First Unian branches came under the \Wachovia name, but temporarily continued to uze their stock of First Union check-
s WWewill file an amendment 1o Ling 208 of cur Oatebsr Quaredy report to reflect this mare acourately.
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| hape that this infommation is eufficient for your review. However, should you desire any additional information plea-
s2 contact our Counssl Lyn Wtrecht at 202-773-4007.

Sincersly,

Julius Chambers
Treasurar
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